Effects of bovine serum albumin on antibody determination by the enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay.
The effect of bovine serum albumin (BSA) post-coating and addition of BSA to serum diluent was studied in an IgG and IgA Candida antibody enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA). BSA post-coating decreased the background readings and increased the specific Candida antibody activity in most sera. However, in a few sera post-coating alone increased background readings and this effect was probably due to the occurrence of BSA antibodies. It could be abolished by the addition of BSA to serum diluent. It is therefore suggested that BSA post-coating should only be used in combination with BSA addition to serum dilution buffer in ELISA.